mORT 

Ou?  THB  LIBJICAL  n o^ 


To  The  Majror,  Aldertaen  and  Bur^’essea 
of  the  Borough  of  Christchurch. 


G-entleaen , 


•f>  ^ ^ ■•^0  yo^  lay  fourteenth  Annual  Report 

I or  the  Borough  of  Christchurch  which  is  for  the  year  1942,  ' 

M-iv.4«+  In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  the 
Minister  of  Health,  this  report  is  submitted  in  considerably 
curtailed  foim,  in  view  of  the  need  for  strict  economy  in  the 
use  of  paper  and  owing  to  the  greatlsr  increased  pressure  placed 
upon  my  Department  by  war  conditions. 


NATURAL  AHD  ^CIAL  CORDITIQRa  ; 

• 4.  Inf oimation  together  with  many  tables  bearing 

upon  vital  statistics  and  sociological  circumstances  is  to  be 
found  in  all  my  Annual  Reports  up  to  the  year  1939, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  - Dr,  C,  Conyers  Morrell,  D,P,E. 
Sanitary  Inspector  - Mr,  P.  le  V,  Friend. 

Contributions  to  the  salaries  of  the  above  officials  are  made  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts. 


5CTMCTS  .IROM  VITAL  SKMTI^Sra^ OF ^TES  Y^tiR  1942; 

Area  (in  acres)  5,198. 

Registrar  General* s estimate  of  population  at  the  mid-year,  1942, 
for  purposes  of  vital  statistics  - 15,200. 


Live  Births 

Total 

Ma,les 

Feiuales 

Legitimate 

250 

136 

114 

Illegitimate 

16 

7 

9 

Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  of  the  estimated  population 

Still  Births 

Total 

M^e^S 

^Fem^al^^s^^ 

Legitimate 

6 

2 

4 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

0 

Rate  per  1,000 

(live  and 

Still J births 

- 20,8, 

Deaths 

Total 

fr^les 

Females 

203 

88 

115 

17,5, 


Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  - 13,3. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Gauaes 


None, 


iPeath  Ratg  of  Infants  tinaer  one  year  ef  age» 


All  infant*  p«r  1^000  XI blrtha  • SOkO" 

Leg^itinata  Infants  par  1»000  Isgltlmate  blztSs  - 32»0 

lllegitinato  infants  psv  1,000  llls^pltianats  birtAa  •>  O4O 

» 

Deaths  from  Canoor  (all  ages)  • 30 
, Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  *•  0 . 

Deaths  from  Wliooping  Cough  (all  ages)  - 0 
Deaths  from  Dlar'^oea  (under  Z years  of  ege)  » 1 

Canoer  acoountod  for  14*7  per  cent  of  all  deaths*  Ihore  were 
during  1942  30  deaths  attributed  to  this  oausa,  of  whioh  7 weaw 
male  and  83  female*  Two  deaths  were  attributed  to  Influenia* 

Sive  oases  of  suioide  were  reoorded.  There  were  6 deaths  osT 
Infants  toider  one  year  of  ago.  and  of  these  five  wore  attributable 
to  prematurity  and  oongenital  malfosmatlon  at  birth* 

arATiflnflB  t*  1942. 

BBEflHA-at  ■qhgt8t.ctoMr<fli._aa4  tog  «»tlana  and  Wal*a. 


<attlrteHniy.A.  *^M1t 


Year 

! B*R* 

-*-  T 

* 

B*R. 

* 

* D.R. 

v^JC.R*, 

• 

• 

* 

• 

» ' 

* 

• ’*■ 

« • 

• 

1938 

. 16t4 

• H»8 

» 

47 

• 

15*1 

* 11.6 

* 53 

« 

1939 

, 16»4 

• 11*4 

« 

38 

• 

xs.e 

* 18*1 

* 50 

• 

1940 

« 13*1 

* 12*6 

• 

85 

* 

14.6 

* 14.3 

* 65 

• 

1941 

* 15*3 

< 18.8 

• 

34 

* 

14.8 

* 12  .-9 

* 59 

• 

1942 

. 17.5 

* 13*3 

* 

30 

* 

15*8 

* 11*6 

. 49 

* 

HOTIgCABIg  than  yMboroulosls)  during  tl^e  year  1948* 


J&sease 

e 

• Total  oases 

• notified 

* 

* 

mXm 

Cases  admitted 
to  Ho  suit  al 

* 

* 

Total 

_l)#ath*_. 

* ' 

• 

Sk^arlet  Fever 

: a 

* 

• 

14 

e 

e 

0 

• 

« 

Whooping  Cough 

* 48 

« 

0 

* 

0 

* 

Diphtheria 

* 5 

s 

5 

w 

1 

s 

Brysipelas 

* 4 

* 

1 

* 

0 

•* 

Measles 

• 49 

* 

0 

% 

0 

f 

yneuSonia 

• 6 

* 

0 

« 

6 

* 

Cerebro-spinal 

Fever  1 

• 

0 

a 

1 

* 

^ oases  of  Ophthalmia  Ifeonatorum  were  notified  during  1942* 
■*  I(o  untoward  resnlt. 


llfhERCPIOglS  - New  oases  and  mort^ity  du^ng  1942* 


Respiratory 

^ow  oases 

-•-Tr— 

Deaths 

Hon-ro  apirat oiy 

8 

0 

There  is  no  evidence  of  excessive  incidence  or  mortality  fromv 
Tuberculosis  in  any  particular  occupation  in  the  area.  V 
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HoapiTAL  saRvicaa; 

See  Annual  Report  for  1940 » 


^ outlying  dwellings,  the  whole  of 
^ur  ji3i strict  is  served  hy  mains  of  the  V/est "Hampshire  Water  Company* 
constant  and  has  continued  to  ho  consistently  of  the 
highest  degree  of  chemical  and  bacterial  purity* 

<f-v«  V*  ^ Adequate  provision  has  been  made  in  oo-*oporation  \7ith 
+£  West  Hampshire  Water  Company  to  safe-guard  water 
^pplies  in  the  event  of  breah-down  of  main  supply  through  enems^ 


Under  the  scheme  adopted  by  your  Council 
as  continued  to  be  carried  out  on  a sessional 

The  prophylactic 


in  1940  ,^mmunisation 

basis  arrangement  made  with  private  practitioners, 
used  has  been  Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid." 

11-n  to  TV*  -u  total  number  of  children  immunised 

Do  comber,  1942,  was  1674;  this  figure  has  since  been 
approximately  1900,  making  the  total  now  completely 
Imunised  of  the  estimated  children  under  15  years  of  ago  resident 
in  your  Borough  approximately  80  per  cent, 

,^^BIg§.  During  1942  Special  provision  was  made  for  the  treatment  of 
^ cases  both  male  and  female  to  be  treated 

* V * Cleansing  Centro  at  milharns  abreet  51rst  Aid  Post, 
tr^tment  poing  carried  out  by  the  Sister-in- charge  of  the  5i.rst  Aid 
Post  assisted  by  full-time  G-aS  Cleansing  personnel* 

. addition  bods  for  the  more  severe  cases  occurring  amon^*’ 

children,  especially  those  suffering  from  secondary  inpeti.'^inous 
lafeotion  wora  astabliahod  at  "Killgugh"  Boroush  of  Sristotarch 
^a^ation  Hostel  situated  in  Haw  laiton.  During  the  year  76  oAos 
^?8n  treatai  at  the  A.EJ..  Gas  Claansing  Station  ^id  24  oasir 

addition  a oartain  nucibor  of  oasas  have 
received  treatment  from  their  own  medical  attendants. 

o n efficacy  of  tho"treatment  carried  out  is  reflected  by 

a general  decrease  in  the  number  of  oases  noted  under  the  Scabies 

found  at  ^hool  medical  inspection,  etc,  during  the  present 
schcral  the  medicament  Employed  has  been  Bonzyl-bonzoate 
^^stance  has  it  been  necessary  to  issue  notices 
lor  compulsory  inspection  or  treatment  under  the  Scabies  Order,  1941, 

CQ-yEmgipTT  ‘ Hostel  situated  at  "Killough”, 

Avenue*  iTow  MiXton,  under  the  control  of  the  Bor^h  of 
provides  accommodation  for  ton  children^  has 
^ satisfactory  manner.  Bods  in  separate 

^bifi cases  of  Scabies,  cases  of"Impotigo,  and  for 
^ and  the  Hostel  is  staffed  by  ikss  Sfcioiaand  as 

^ss  A^  as  Assistant T The  internal  management  of  the 

cShildren  has  been 'consistently  carried  out  in  the 
^d  efficient  manner  by  those  two  ladies  who  have  not 
on^  made  the  pl^sioal  welfare  of  the  children  their  concona,  but  have 

pi^adise?®^®^  Hostel  little  short  of  an  oarbhly 

bfiAM  ^,*4.  I rr  J.  suporvision  and  treatment  has 

^en  carried  out  by  Dr,  Kate  D,  Ball  of  Hew  Milton,  and  I wish  to 

^ appreciation  of  the 'kindly  and  generous  interest  she  has 
taken  in  not  only  the  medical  but  also  the  general  welfare  and 
happiness  of  the  children, 

urt ^ ^ sincere  thanks  are  also  due  to 

mas  O^^d,  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  Regional  Welfare  Officer,  for 

v/ith  regard  to  general  administration  and  uses 
of  the  ^atel,  and  in  particular  for  the  Idlndly  interoat  she  has  taken 
^^1 2^ adequate  equipment  and  accessories  for  the  comfort  and 
v/elfare  of  both  staff  and  children, 

. , During  the  year  1942,  54  children  ' 

have  been  received  into  the  Hostel,  consisting  of  24  cases  of  Scabies, 
25  cases  of  Impetigo,  and  5 others. 
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In-  view  of  the  tory  narked  inprovenent  in  ‘both  health  and 
physique  ivhioh  has  been  olDsorved  in  the  case  of  every  child  received 
into  this  Hostel,  I v/ould  nost  strongly  suggest  that  your  Council 
should  nost  seriously  consider  on  the  conclusion  of  hostilities 
either  retaining  this  Hostel  as  a convalesoont  hone  for  children, 
or  estahlishing  a oiall  institution  conducted  on  ainllar  linos, 
situated  within  your  Borough. 

There  has  never  as  yet  "been  any  oonvaloscont  hcno  to  which 
dhildren  suffering  fron  debility  or  requiring  a short  period 'of 
rest  and  care  when  oonvalosoont  fron  infectious 'disease  can  be  sent, 
the  need  for  which  has  so  frequently  been  felt  both  by  nyself  and 
by  nedioal  practitioners.  Such  a hone  v/ould  greatly  enhance  the 
value" of  the  public  health  services  of  your  Borough  and  be  a nost 
valuable" contribution  to  post-war  social  services  now  So  v/idaly 
being  debated. 

I feel  sure  that  voluntary  effo2rt  v/ould  be  forthconing  in 
assisting  your  Council  towards  the  provision  and  support  of  such  a 
valuable  asset  to  the  naintonanco  of  the  health  and  v/olfare  of  your 
child  population. 

g&HlTARY  HTyECTIOH  OF  THB  ARM.  "A  very  conprohensivo  and  detailed 
report  has  been  aubni'tt'ed'  to  you  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr. 

F»  lo  V.  Friend,  of  the  work  carried  out  by  hin  during  the  year  1942. 

The  total  nunber  of  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year  was 

S,e09, 

The  following  notes  sumariBo  the  nore  Inportant  itens  detailed 
in  Mr.  Friend*  s report . 

♦ COWSHBDS  AEJB  P&iycBS.  ' 61  visits  wore  nade.  One  dairy  was  found  not 
to  ocanply  with  the  requirenonts  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926.  Follov/ing  special  reports  nade 
upon  this  Dairy  by  your  Sanitary 'Inspector  and  nyself,  such  action 
was  taken  by  your  Council  as  to  bring  about  in  the  present  year 
oonpllance  v;ith  requirenents*" 

Special  action  was  talcen  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector  to  ensure 
that  in  all  oases  churns  and  other" receptacles  in  v/hioh  nilk  is 
delivered  are  thoroughly  cloansed  before  being  returned. 

amjCLHATIOH  OF  MiHAT  AHD  FOOD  STUyS.  125  visits  wore  nade.  Five 
hundred  and  Yoriy  diglii  Vdun'Ss  of  'unoannod  neat  wore  oondonnod,  and 
38  tins  of  canned  neats.  81^  hundred  and  fifty  nine  pounds  of 
unoanned  fish,  and  44  tins  of  canned  fish."  In  addition  a snail 
quantity  of  choose.  Sugar,  ^ans  and  vegetables. 

In  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  instructions  oondennod 
neat  has  been  passed  to  wholesale  distributors  for  processing. 

pRAXHAQ-y  MD  SA^^TATIOH.  Owing  to  wartino  conditions  and  difficulties 
in  obta.lnihg  laibour  and  materials,  works  of  an  essential  nature  only 
have  been  carried  out. 

During  the  year  11  prenises  wore  drained  or  redrainod.  In 
oonnootion  v/ith  continued  nuisance  Rising  fron  inadequate  and 
overflowing  cesspits  of  a snail  nunbor  of  dv/ollings  on  the  outskirts 
of  the  town,  poroisalon  v/as  obtained  on  representation  fron  the 
Ministry  of  Health  for  the  eonstruction  of  a nooossary  sCwer,  with  the 
rosult  that  the  drains  of  all  properties  ooheomod  will  bo  connected 
to  the  now  Sewor  and  the  various  Cesspits  abolished. 

EOUSB  RBF08B  OOELBCTIOH  MD  DIEgOSAL. 

Refuse  Collection. 

A regular  weekly  collection  of  house  refu30"has  boon  carried  out 
and  additional  collections  have  been  made  frean  business  premises  as 
required. 

Approval  of  tho  Ministry  of  Transport  having  boon  obtained,  two 
now  refuse  lorrlSs  v/oro  obtained  and  put  into  use  in  August.  Owing 
to  tho  coaaldarably'largQr  oubio  capacity  of  tho  nsw  vehicles  it  tsras 
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foimd  possible  to  reluos  the  nicbor  of  visits 'to  tho  Tip  fron  tliroQ 
to  two  per  day,  thereby  affecting  an  appreciable  econor^T-  in  the  uso 
of  petrol.  A still  further  aooncoy  has  been  affected  both  of  petrol 
and  collecting  costs  by  arfangenents  nade  whereby  householders  were 
requested  to  place  refuse  bins  and  salvage  as  near  as  possible  to  the 
gates  of  their  prenisos.  Mr.  STiond  points  out  that  this  arrangenont 
has  net  with  tho  willing  co-operation  of  rateiDayers. 

During  the  j'-ear  a very  conploto  reorganisation  of^tho  Sohene 
for  refuse  collection  in  the  Borough  was  inaugurated  by  I«Ir.  M.end 
with  tho  satisfactory  result  that  by  tho  use  of  two  lorries  in 
place  of'thrao  reduction  of  staff  was  effected  in  addition  to  a very 
appreciable  saving  in  the  oonaunption  of  petrol. 

Refuse  Disuosal^ 

All  refuse  has  been  disposed  of  by  Controlled  Tipping  at  tho 
Corporation's  Dunp  at  Stanpit  Marshes. 

"There  are  periods  of  tho  year"  states  I-Ir.  friend  "particularly 
in  Sumer,  when  oovoring  natorial  is  in  short  supply.  Recourse  is 
than  had  to  naterial  available  on  the  dunp  itself.  Q-ood  progress  is 
being  nade  in  the  filling  in  of  the  Marsh,  and  a considerable  area 
has  been  oovered  during  the  past  twelve  nonths.  Conplaints  of 
aiells  are  occasionally  received  fron  tenants  of  nearby  houses. 

These  conplaints,  however,  are  few  and  far  between  and  arS  dependant 
on  the  direction  of  the  wind.  There  is  not  the  least  doubt  that  the 
nud  contributes  to  the  unpleasant  snolls  which  are  at  tines  noticeable? 

I would  add  that^at  tlnos^the  odour  arising  fron'rofuse  deposited 
has  boon  oxtranoly  objectionable  and  has  unquestionably  given  rise  'to 
considerable  gun  cyan  ce  to  persons  living  in  the  locality  who  have 
nade  justifiable  oonplaint  thereupon.  In  addition,  tho  annoyance  of 
odour  is  at  tines  aggravated  by  particles  of  paper  aiid  light  natorial 
being  carried  by  windage  into  tho  nain  roads,  spnotines  during  high 
winds"! 0 a considorablo  distance « This  annoymco  is  without  doubt 
attributable  to  shortage  of  adec^uate  covering  naterial  ajrid  I regard 
a"fully  sufficient  and  constaiit  supply  of  suitable  covoicing  naterial  as 
absolutely  essential  for  the  proper  condact  of  this  dunp,  particularly 
in  view  of  the  fact  of  its  close  proxinity  to  inhabited  dwellings, 
the  occupants  of  which  find  it  nooesaaiy  to  close  their  windows  at 
tinea  to  nininise  the  entrance  of  unpleasant  odours  into  their  living 
and  sleeping*  rocns.  At  best  the  presence  of  a refuse  tipping  dunp 
in  close  proxinity'^to  residential  houses  is  an  oyo-soro,  and  no  neasure 
what BQ over" should  be  neglected  not  only  to  nininise  this  as  far  as 
possible,  but  also  to  ensure  against  increase  of  annoyance  through 
unpleasant  enaaations,  and  conditions  \7hiGh  can  give  rise  to  potential 
dangers  arising  fron  fly-nuisance,  bird  scavenging  and  rat  infestations. 

With  regard  to  the  latter  I have  to  say  that  Mr,  if*! end  reports 
a considerable  reduction  in  the  rat  "population,  the  destruction  of 
these  vemin  now  being  carried  out  by  neans  of  Cyanide  Gas,  tho 
necessary  equiinent  which  was  purchased  during  tho  year. 

VHBMDT  (BUGS).  9 conplaints  of  bed-bug  infestation  of  prenisos 
were  receivea  during  the  year,  one  of  v/hioh  was  found  to  be 
unsupported  on  in^eotion  of  the  pranises. 

DLsinfestation  was  carried  out  satisfactorily  by  neans  of 
"Zaldeoide"  and  "Thematox"  funigatora. 

ISffiggBCTIITG  flTATlOir.  Daring  the  year  3445  Blankets,  1525  pillows, 

’and  Ig'ss  Watireases  in^addition  to  several  lots  of  other  bedding  and 
clothing  wore  treated  by  the  Baoterol  lUsinfector. 

EOTJgWG.  One  ease  of  overcrowding  was  brought  to  notice  during  tho 
year, . the  result  of  a householder  lotting  part  of  her  house  to  a 
self-evacuated  fsnily.  This  overorov/ding  was  abated. 

Daring  the  year  ton  Rouses  have  been  reconditioned  in 
various  respects.  Ov/ing  to  labour  shortage  etc,  sone  delay  in  getting 
essential  and  urgent  repairs  oarried  out  unavoidably  oocrurs. 


& 


tr.  year  11  houses  wore  drains!  or  rodrained,  and  ronalrs 

eimenuf  to  torty!|^’'««elr"'‘“^  Ooaveaienoes  end  fltttoss 
ABATHBffl^  OP  iroiaAiroas. 

Itober  of  ITotloeo  florved  •- 


Hotioea 


■6uiBxaaaiae.'lfuaber  .flotaTliied  .Work  done 
31. 12.41,  . Berved  . With 


duistanofE? 

3ia2.42. 


Sootioa  75,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  • 2 
Seotton  93*  Public  Health  Acst^  1936  ^ 4 


Huabor  of  lottere  written 
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are  aaninTst ered  W 


v®'®  Medioal  Inspeotlon  of  children  to 

Siaff  of  tho  County  Medical  omoer 
as  also  the  eonduo^  of  tho  Calld  Wolfare  and  School  Clinics  ’ 

milhS°fflraat^wI?f‘“^°A  ^htal  and  Anto-natal  dinios  at  the 

SiS  srs.;ss%?S'™iiSigiss.“““‘  “• 

^^ISIATIOir  lir  roaca.  Sae  aoports  for  ISSS,  1939,  and  1940. 

J^e-generd  health  of  tho  population  of  your  Borough  has 
®®'*^®Jaotory,  and  in  splto  of  difflaulties  ^ to 
Ssa'Ms  bLn  fionaral  good  sanitation  of  tho 

Sodit  ^ “^'Oatoo'l.  ibr  this,  considerable 

in  -uita*of  m,nb  y®«f  laspector,  Mr.  P.  lo  T.  mend,  who. 

onerous  work  inposed  upon  the  Vublie 
onu- '^'‘®,Jo  Yf*’  Ciroonstanoea  and  the  nanagonant  Sd^ 

s?^minc°thft^B^aT’°i««4°J^°*^  disposal,  has  spared  no  effort  to 
TOv  Mifirea  T sectary  Buporvisi(M  of  your  Distriot  be  to  no 

wi^  Host  cordially  to  thank  hlci  for  his  valuable 
assistance  ^ ^-oporation  In  all  flattdrs  of  technical  sanitation. 

pleasing  to  bo  able  to  state  that  general 
I Jias  been  well  naintained,  and  that 

^ildren  I’f.®"  “fPee^^y  noticeable  In  the  case  of 

Social  At oitlos  into  the  area.  I-would  draw  your 
spooiai  attention  to  ny  renarka  anent  the  dealrabilitv  of  a a:iall 

convalescent  hoQe  for  ailing  and  debilitated 

SS*??*-  Health  aSainlstratlon  during  the 

oy  Departnont  to  Inprovs 

the  higheat  possible  standard  of  efficiency  of  the 
Civil  Defence  Casualty  Borvioe  In  your  Borou^,  “ 

^ arrangements  have  been 
with  a view  to  aeouring  effective  service  to  moot 

natter  I wi^ 

particularly  to  express  ny  appreciation  of  the  unsUnted  oc-cperatlon 


e. 


► 


aacl  asoiataaoo  afforded  by  the  British  Eed  Cross  Society. 

fllpoolal  attention  has  also  been  given  to  the  natteaf  of 
aaergedoy  water  supplies  and  emergen oy  sanitation* 

X beg  to  eocpress  to  your  Oounoil  and  its  Officers  tsy 
appreciation  of  the  continued  help  and  consideration  extended 
to  me* 

I an.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  tfervant, 

C,  (X)]raiES  IffiREaLl. 

25th  June,  1943*  Medical  officer  of  Health . 


HUnber  of  inhabited  houses  1921 


1406. 


*»  « " *»  1931 

•*  " " " 1942 

^ « arellings  and  Shops  1942 

fiat  sable  Value , 31st  Becembor , 1942 
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